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Why change the exams?



• To keep them relevant to the needs of 

learners and schools

• To incorporate evolving approaches

to assessment and learning

• To address feedback from 

stakeholders (Heads of English, 

teachers, learners, exam centres, etc.)

• To align Key/Key for Schools more 

closely with Preliminary/Preliminary 

for Schools and higher levels exams.

Why change the exams?



Revision process

1 Market 
research

2 Consultation 
with experts

3 Draft 
specifications 

produced
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and 

consultation
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and 
amend

6 Second 
trialling

7 Final 
specifications 

agreed

8 Production 
of live test 
materials 

and updated 
support 

materials
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Market research
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Market Research Feedback:
Key for Schools

Key for Schools makes candidates feel 
ready to take on the world.

School English Coordinator, Bolivia

I like Key because it provides an 
international standard, students like 
the experience of doing the test and 

using real, every day English. 

Centre Exams Manager, Brazil

My child liked the face-to-face 
Speaking test.

Parent, Taiwan

It's what students and parents choose. 
Not only do they want to learn English 

but it is important to gain a qualification 
that will help them with further studies. 

Centre Exams Manager, Italy

The exam gives the students a good 
first-hand experience at exam taking 

and allows their growth in self 
confidence towards higher levels. 

Teacher, Argentina

Topics are suitable for the students' age

Teacher, Italy



Market Research Feedback: Preliminary for Schools 

I like that the topics have to do 
with the students' daily life, and 

that it tests the four skills.

Teacher, Switzerland The whole preparation for the exam 
makes teenagers develop a lot their 

skills. They feel really proud at the end 
of the year.

Teacher, BrazilTeachers want their students to take 
Preliminary because the preparation paves 

the way to First. Students enjoy both the 
preparation and the exam.

Centre Exams Manager, Argentina

The report explains the results accurately and 
the break down is easy to comprehend.

Parent, Malaysia

It is a reliable exam that allows 
institutions and universities have a clear 

idea of their students’ English level.

Centre Exams Manager, Colombia



Changes based on expert consultation

• More opportunities to produce spoken and written language enabling 

strong candidates to demonstrate ability at the CEFR level above -

Reading and Writing in Preliminary/Preliminary for Schools now 

separate papers to allow for more Writing

• Better balance between Reading and Writing in Key/Key for Schools, 

removal of repetition/redundancy, and increased authenticity in Reading 

• Greater focus on fluency and interactive skills in Key/Key for Schools 

Speaking

• More use of the same task types across levels to improve alignment 

across Cambridge English Qualifications



Progression



What are the changes?



Now 7 parts / 32 questions in 1 hour

Part What’s changed

1 Revised multiple-choice task: understanding 6 short messages

2 Matching: Read 3 short texts for specific information and detailed 
comprehension (similar to old Part 4)

3 Multiple-choice: Read one longer text for detailed understanding and 
main ideas (similar to old Part 4)

4 Revised multiple-choice gap fill text: Lexico-grammatical focus (old 
Parts 2 and 5 combined) 

5 Gap fill: Read a text and write words in the gaps (old Part 7 but now 6 
gaps)

6 Guided writing: write a short message based on instructions (old Part 
9 but word count now 25 words or more)

7 New story task: write a story based on 3 pictures

Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing – what’s changed



Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing - Revised Part 1

Revised Part 1

Old Part 1



Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing – Revised Part 4



Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing – New Part 7



25 questions in 5 parts in 30 minutes, as before.  Some parts 
are in a different order so that the tasks gradually increase in 
complexity. 

Part What’s changed

1 Multiple-choice task: Listen to 5 short texts for specific 
information and choose the right picture (A, B, C)

2 Gap fill: Listen to a longer text (a monologue) and write 
down missing information in gaps (old Part 5)

3 Multiple-choice: Listen to a longer text (a dialogue) for 
specific information, feelings and opinions

4 New multiple-choice task: Listen to 5 short texts for gist 
understanding (main idea / message)

5 Matching task: Listen to a longer text for specific 
information (old Part 2)

Key / Key for schools Listening – what’s changed



Key / Key for schools Listening – New Part 4



2 parts in 8-10 minutes, as before  

Part What’s changed

1 Introductory phase: focus on interactional and social 
language (similar to old Part 1)

2 New collaborative task: compare, describe and express 
opinions

Key / Key for schools Speaking – what’s changed



Key / Key for Speaking – Part 1



Key / Key for Speaking – New Part 2



• Better fit with classroom practice

• Candidates produce a wider range of language than 
the old Part 2 task with increased focus on fluency

• Meaningful interaction - better test of interactive 
communication

Key / Key for schools Speaking – New Part 2 
Examiner feedback



Reading now a separate paper from Writing. Now 2 parts - 45 minutes each.

Part What’s changed

1 Multiple-choice task: understanding 5 short messages

2 Matching: Match descriptions of people with texts - reading for specific 
information

3 Multiple-choice: Read a longer text for detailed understanding (old 
Part 4) 

4 New multiple-choice gapped text: choose correct sentence to put in 
gaps – understanding gist and text structure 

5 Multiple-choice gap fill: Read a text and choose the right word for each 
gap – understanding vocabulary

6 New gap fill: Read a text and write words in the gaps – detailed 
understanding

Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Reading – what’s 
changed



Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Reading – New Part 4 



Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Reading – New Part 6 



Writing now a separate paper from Reading. Now 2 parts in 45 minutes.

Part What’s changed

1 New task: write an email in response to information given 

2 Write an article or story on a given topic 

Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Writing – what’s changed



Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Writing – New Part 1

Preliminary Preliminary for Schools



Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Writing – Part 2

STORYARTICLE OR



25 questions in 4 parts in 35 minutes, as before. Some parts 
are in a different order so that the tasks gradually get more 
difficult as students progress through the test. 

Part What’s changed

1 Multiple-choice task: Listen to 7 short recordings and 
choose the right picture – listening  for key information

2 New multiple-choice task: Listen to 6 short texts for 
gist understanding (focus on attitudes and opinions)

3 Note or sentence completion: Listen to a longer text and 
write missing information in the gaps

4 Multiple-choice task: Listen to a longer text and choose the 
right answer (old Part 2)

Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Listening – what’s changed



Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Listening – New Part 2



4 parts in 10-12 minutes, as before.  Some parts are in a different order.

Part What’s changed

1 Introductory phase: focus on interactional and social language

2 Individual long turn: describing a photo (similar to old Part 3)

3 Collaborative task: making suggestions and discussing alternatives 
(old Part 2)

4 Discussion: talking about likes/dislikes and habits, giving opinions 
(similar to old Part 4)

Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Speaking – what’s changed



Word list changes

APP

SELFIEPODCAST



Results reporting



Results reporting



Summary of the changes



• Enabling upwards certification

• Separate Reading and Writing papers at Preliminary/Preliminary for 

Schools

• Better balance between Reading and Writing in Key/Key for Schools

• More focus on fluency and interactive skills in Key/Key for Schools 

Speaking

• Greater alignment across Cambridge English Qualifications

• Very minor changes to word lists

What’s changed?



Exam support



• Overviews of the changes

• PB sample tests 1

• Handbooks

• Word lists

Available now 



• PB sample tests 2, hidden 
sample tests and computer-
based sample tests

• Speaking test videos with 
Examiner comments

• New lesson plans

• Information for candidates

• New classroom posters

In development

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh83APQIH3Y&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh83APQIH3Y&t


Seminar package

TOPIC AUDIENCE EXAMS

Overview of changes for schools and teachers Teachers All

Overview of the exams for parents Parents Schools

Preparing students for Listening Teachers All

Preparing students for Reading and Writing Teachers All

Preparing students for Speaking Teachers All

Mapping your coursebook to the test content Teachers Schools

Engaging your child in learning English Parents Schools

Motivating secondary school learners with revised 

Key for Schools and Preliminary for Schools 

Teachers Schools

Why take Key for Schools?/Why take Preliminary for 

Schools? – motivating learners to take the test 

Learners Schools



Still available



Official preparation 
materials

Revised exams for 2020 and Re-brand



Cambridge Exams 
Publishing re-brand





“Experts together. Our aim is to deliver the

materials you tell us you need. Exclusive

insights from test development and candidate

performance guarantee expert content. The

result is a unique exam journey in each course,

ensuring every student is ready on exam

day. From skill development to exam tasks,

language discovery to real world usage, we

create better learning experiences, together.



A2 Key and Key for Schools
out now

Apr 19

Dec 18 Jan 19Jan 19



A2 Key and Key for Schools

Aug 19 Aug 19Apr 19



B1 Preliminary and Preliminary for Schools
Dec 18 Jan 19Jan 19

Jan 19Apr 19

out now



B1 Preliminary and Preliminary for Schools

Aug 19 Aug 19Apr 19



Communications plan



Launch of microsite:

https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/

Communications plan - September



webinar on changes for exam centres

Communications plan - October



- w/c 5 Nov: Global Network 
email – Key & Preliminary 
seminar materials available

- w/c 5 Nov: social media posts 
– preparation centres & teachers 
– final reminder webinar

- 19 and 21 Nov: webinar on 
changes for preparation 
centres & teachers

- w/c 19 Nov: webinar thank you 
emails – preparation centres & 
teachers – support materials 
available on microsite

Communications plan - November



- Jan 2019: phase 2 of exam 
support materials available on 
microsite

- Apr 2019: phase 3 of exam 
support materials on microsite

- Sep 2019: Webinar for prep 
centres and teachers –
practical teaching ideas + 
lesson plans available

- Nov 2019: hidden sample 
papers available

- Jan 2020: new Key & 
Preliminary exams now live

Communications plan – from January 2019
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CambridgeEnglish.org
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